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1 Background

1.1 Inspiration

During the New Mexico Bible SchoolBrother Jim Millay from the Springfield

Vermont Ecclesiagave anexcellentclasson the book of James He intitled his
class“Pure Religion” quoting from James1:26, 27. “If any manamongyou

seemto be religious, and bridleth not his tongue,but deceveth his own heart,
thisman'sreligonis vain. Purereligion andundefiledbeforeGod andthe Father
is this, To visit the fatherlessandwidows in their affliction, andto keephimself
unspottedrom theworld”

1.2 The concept

During the weekBro. Jim Millay exploredmostof thebook of Jamesshowing
the variousaspectof thosewho practice pure religion and what is meant by
theterm. By Thursday | wassointerestedn thebookof James decidedo read
the epistle myself. As | wasreadingit, onething that caughtmy attentionwas
the conceptof the “PefectLaw of Liberty” foundin chapter 1:25and 2:12.
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2 Summary

Thismorningwe will look atthis phraseits context, its meaningandits applica-
tion. | have reliedin parton both on someof the conceptghatBro. Jim Millay
broughtoutin his classaswell as The Epistle of Jamesby Bro. Neville Smart
publishedoy The Christadelphiain 1968.

3 The Context

3.1 Authorship

Beforewelook atthetextual contet of the Epistleof Jameswewill briefly review
the history of the book. In Jamesl:1, we learn of the authorandthe audience,
“Jamesasenantof Godandof the Lord JesusChrist, to the twelve tribeswhich
are scatteredabroad,greeting. The authoris thoughtto be Jamesthe brother
of Jesusvho remainedn the backgroundduring mostof Christ’s mininstry, yet
from whatwe readin the gospelsit appearghat he andhis brotherand mother
were often amongthe crowd surroundingfollowing Jesus. [Matt. 12: 46-47]
However, it may have beenquite a while later that Jamegealizedhow greathis
brothers ministry was. For, whenthey desiredto talk to Christis presumably
was aboutfamily matters,not the subjectsthat Christ was speakingaboutat the
time. If indeedthe authoris the brotherof Christ,aswe will seelater, Jamegput
a strongemphasisn listening, believing, andliving the words of Christ, which
would make sensdrom Jamegpersonakxperienceaf indeedhewasthebrotherof
Jesus At first, he knew Jesusashis brotherthroughMary, later he realizedhow
muchgreatemapriviledgeit wasto beHis brotherthroughbaptism.In otherwords,
Jamegyivesusinsightinto the strengthof Christswords,the stronginfluencethey
impressediponhim is evidentin his writing, andhis desireto impressuponall
believersthegift thatwe have in thegospelmessage.



3 THE CONTEXT 3

3.2 Audience

It is, therefore gvidentthatJamesvroteto afairly broadaudiencelt wasnotwrit-
tenfor a particularEcclesiaandassuchit focusednot on the problemsfacedby
ary singlegroupof believers,but onthe conductof all believers.Jamegherefore
presenta seriesof lessonghataremeantto strengtherour faith andwalk.

3.3 Scriptual Context

The scriptualcontext that we find the the words “the perfectlaw of liberty” in,
speakof the word of God. The word “law” in the clauseis nomos(greek)and
refersto applicabldaw, oftenreferingto the gospelext. Thereforeaswe readthe
versesprior to verse25 keepin mind thatwhatis beingreferedto is the perfect
law or the gospelwritings.

[read1:19-21]Notethatwe areto receve theword, engraftingit in our hearts.
In Il Cor. 3:1-3, Paul speakingof and reflectingon his own ministry, says...
Paul goeson afterthis speakingof the contrastetweergloriousengraenlaw of
Mosesthetencommandmentandhow muchgreateitheglory of thespirituallaw
of Christ, notto downplaythe Mosaiclaw, but ratherto demonstratéo the Jens
the beautyandrelevanceof the New Testiment.Theword or law is madeknown
unto eachone of usthroughthe gospel. ChristasPaul explainslaterin versel3
lifted the vail, manifestingthe law, it is this that makesthe New law betterthan
theold, it is freer, not heldin full by a selectfew, but directly opento everyone
throughChrist. Now, asPaul later explains,the vail lays over our heartsandwe
mustseekto understandhe GospelmessageWhich, if we turn to the Lord this
will be madepossible.And by the allowing the Spirit of the Lord into our hearts
we mayobtainliberty. For in versel7 we read,”Now the Lord is that Spirit: and
wherethe Spirit of theLord is, thereis liberty.” If we areto seekliberty, we must
engrae the Spirit-Word on our hearts.

[readl:22] As Jamedeadsup to the concepbf liberty, hedemonstratethatit
cannot be accomplishedby simply hearingthe word, but by doingit. It requires
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a transformationof mind andan openheart,which is manifestedn works, not
just knowledge. In verse23 and 24 we have a contrastto the personwho lives
their life in the word of Gospel. [read23 & 24]. In thesewordswe invision a
personwalking pasta storefront taking a glanceat the mirroredglass,stating*l
think | look alright” andthenwalking on forgettingaboutwhat he really looked
like. Sois thepersonwho looksattheBible, saysI’'m anuprightperson) think |
do mostof thethingsthe Bible teachsandthenforgettingto make sureto apply
thosewordsto his or herlife. This attititude at the surface soundsalright and
canbereferedto asthe“moral law” alaw of rightful doing. Many professin the
world todayto have this type of religious“experiencé. They take pleasuran the
factthatthey areemotionallyuplifted by the wordsthatarepreachedbut thatis
weretherepracticeof religion ends. Religion to themis a surfaceissue. They
demonstraten outward appearencand an excited emotionalstate,but lack the
emotion,which Jamedoundandwe shouldalsostrive to find.

4 It' smeaning

In verse25 we seea differentperson.This time, however, it is not a glance,but
apearinginto, parakuptdn thegreek.After Christ's resurrectionJohnandMary
whenthe cameto the sepulchreand saw it openthey peeredinto it andfound
not the body. It is this kind of awestructsearchingor the meaningof what just
happenedhat we shouldhave whenreadingthe Bible. For, we getthe ideaof
straininganda strongdesire ratherthana casualglimpse. It requiresachangea
changdgrom themorallaw to a spiritualone.

4.1 The Perfect Law of Liberty

An earnestlesireis whatwe shouldhave whenlooking into the Gospelmessage.
Andit is herewefind thewords“But whosolookethinto theperfectiaw of liberty,
andcontinueththerein,hebeingnotaforgetful heareybut a doerof thework this
manshallbe blessedn his deed. We seethe combinationof all of the thoughts



5 IT'S APPLICATION 5

of the previous versescombinedinto this singlerule, seekthe gospel,apply it,
andyou shallbeblessedSimilarly Christwhenspeakingo thescribesPharisees
andthoseJaws listeningin John8:31-32says,"...If ye continuein my word, then
ye aremy disciplesindeed;And ye shallknow thetruth, andthetruth shallmake
you free” If we apply the wordsof Paul thatwe readearlierin Il Corinithians
we seethe fullnessof this law. Christwordscamefrom the Spirit of his Father
andas Paul statedGod’s Spirit brings liberty and thereforewe seewhat James
is speakingaboutmakes sense.lt is indeedperfect. In Psalms19:17,we read,
“the law of the Lord is perfect,restoringthe soul” But, this not somethingwe
automaticallyseeor find evident, insteadit is the resultof a change.A zealous
desireto sene underthe law of Christwho madeperfectthat law throughhis
sacrificebecausdelovedus.In Il Cor. 5:14-17 we seethe very cleardistinction
betweenthe old manliving underthe law of morality andthe new living under
thelaw of Christ,throughthe puttingon of Christthroughbaptism.[read]Indeed
then,asJamesaw thewordsof Christ,he notesthatthe messagés perfectwhen
heardcorrectlywith anew spirit of understanding.

5 It' sapplication

We thereforeshouldnot be lik e the personglimpsingat our appearencelnstead
we shouldallow our appearence berestoredvy applyingthe perfectlaw of the
gospel. We needto compareourselheswith the wordsthat Christ spale, seeing
our fallibility andnot look just at our moral countenceasthe passeiby did, but
at our completenatureand seekthe freedomthatis foundin Christ. For Christ
knows us not by our outword appearencebut by our thoughtsandworks. We
do not wantbe perfectin the looking glass,but seekto be perfectunderthe law
of Christ. In Matthew 7:16-23, Christ speakingaboutthe Kingdom age states:
[read].

We therefore brothersandsisters,mustbe likemindedunto Christ, the first-
fruits, andmake surethatwe arefound seekingto apply the Word of Godin our
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lives,engraing it on our hearts sothatwe maybe madeperfectin them,obtain-
ing theliberty throughthe Spirit of God’s word mademanifestin his Son.



